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United States Department of the Interior

EUREAU OF LANO MANAGEMENT

Moab District
Grand Resource Area

885 So. Sand Flats Road
Moab, Utah 84532 .trret tat

Don Ostler
Division of Water Ouality
Utah Department of Environmental Ouality
288 North 1460 West
Salt Lake City, Utah 84144-4870

Re: Comments regarding Molycorp, lnc.'s proposal to store radioactive materials
underground at the site of the Small Fry Mine (U.S. Mineral Patent # 43-83-OOO2I,
T29S, R24E (SLM), Section 33, 34; T29%5, R24E (SLM), Section 27 , 34, San
Juan County, Utah

Dear Mr. Ostler:

On the basis of the available data, this office is satisfied that the above-referenced
proposal will not adversely impact adjacent Federal lands. However, the possibifity exists ,

of long-term conflicts between the storage of this material and development of reserved
Federal leasable minerals (see enclosure) should Union Oil Company of California (Unocal),
the parent company of Molycorp, Inc. relinquish, or otherwise lose its oil and gas leases
underlying these lands. Therefore, we recommend that approval of this proposal be
conditioned upon Molycorp being required to submit, upon request by any future lessee a

detailed map of the Small Fry Mine's underground mine workings, showing where the
stored material is located.

Should you have questions, please contact Mr. Venticinque at (801)259-8193.

Sincerely yours,

i f nnf,n Hl
' di tl;t ;;rr;l !',"

AreaManager

cc: Larry Anderson, UDRC
David Shoemaker, Molycorp
Holland Shepherd, UDOGM

1 enclosure: Copy of first sheet of U.S. Mineral Patent # 43-83-OOO2
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Ranchcrr Exploratlon and thvelopnpnt

ls entltled to a Mfncral Patcnt purluant to thr
R.S. 2325, ri tmndedi 30 U.S.C. 29. for thrr ,

Small Fry No, 4, Small Fry llo.'5,
Small Fry No. 6, Smaii Fry No. 7,
Small Fry No. 19, and Small Fry 20
Lode Mlnlng Clalms

sltuated In San,luan County, Utrh ln Sectlons 33r 3friT. ?9.S.r'8.'24
E.r rrd Sectlons 27 and 34, T. 29h S.. R. 24 E., SUlr Utth. Th ref.d

iti.,,'
ii;..1;

clalms more partlcularly descrlbed ln the offlclrl fhld mtrr ttds
deplcted on the offlclal plat for Mlneral Survey llo.1t35l rhfch'rrr
expressly made a part of thlt patont and copfel of rhlch_'rn"'
hersto' 

The premlses hereln grantrd contrln ar.t6rffiffi
NO|r| KN0tl YE, thrt there ls, thereforrr grrntal by ttr tl|ntD"q

STATES unto the above named clalmant the sald lode nlnlng prrrlrrrl
wlth all the rlghts, prlvlleges, lmrunltlal, pranlllt.
of whatsoever nature, thcrcunto belongfng. unto tJte;
Its helrs and asslgns. folrveri

EXCEPTING AND RESERVING TO THE Ui{ITEO STAIESI...f

i.,i?

:v-

l.

2.

A rlght-of-way theneon for dltchcr and, crnr
by the authorlty of thc Unltcd Strter.l lct
3b, 1890, (26 Strt. 3911 43 U.S.C. Slll
Al I geothermal ltaam rnd rsrocf rtrd gootfinl
and deporlts of coal, phorphrtcr rodfnrtoflr
gas' and potmh. together-wlth- tho.rlght ol thr llnl
States, or personB tuthorlzed by ltr to ontrr uDoot

eporlts of coal, phorphrtc,
and potr3hr together wlth t

nrlof l r'of lrrhrl
ght ol th.'l,nlt.d

States, or persong ruthorlzed by ltr to cntar upon
land whenevor nersonably n.cet3lry fon:ttc purpotr
prospectfng for, drlllIng forr mlnlngl,tnrtfng''
trancportlng, and remvlng ti:ch mlnlrrlt on rnd I
lrnds so patentcd and on and frcm othrilrndr of'tir
States under thc authorlty of Sectfon 2r Act o?
1953, (67 St!t. 539i 30 U:S.C. 50ll rnd lltc Cothttr
Steam Act of December 24. 1970 (S{ Strt.,':l566rft0iU,S
lo0l-1025).

24, l97o (s{ strt.,,r!l66{S,tT"q

lN TEsrrMoNy WHEREoF, lhc uodcrr|3nrd rutforlrcd of0ccr of the

Bureau of Land Managerncot. la rcordu"a rtlrf-lhc provlsions
of the Act of June 17, 1948 (62 Strt. {76), bc,fl4;tf,c nene of the

r. :' i rtlt ;\llD G' RQ{:I]CN

United States, caused thegc lcttcn to bc,a;{p-"[rt ot, end the

Seal of the Bureau to bc hcrsrub.n-4;:4ftffiiF',i'

crvEN under my hand, ln' i,'tlLT tltr C!TYr''$lll
the TlfEt{TY-THtRD dey of ' DECEAERWI'ln the year

of our Lord one thousand nlnc huadtod .ol'"i El$Jfff-TIQ
and of the Independencc ol 6c Uatta!1'Sftql$p.'ttwo hundred

and SEUEI{TH r ,', '';i'i,$ittgffiffil{,"

State Dfnoctor
I iii-Strii dii'f c.,ri','i'r"],, r
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Patent Number


